
3/11/20 

Good Afternoon Brooklyn Families: 

 With the information in the last few days that there are confirmed cases of the coronavirus in Ohio and specifically Cuyahoga 

County, I wanted to provide an update to you on the work Brooklyn City Schools is doing to keep our students and staff healthy 

and safe. Additionally this letter shares what you as parents can do to help us in our efforts, as well as topics that are in our 

focus and will be addressed in the coming days. 

District Efforts: 

● We continue to implement the most effective cleaning procedures for all applicable surfaces. 

● All preschool/elementary students will be required to wash their hands prior to eating lunch.  All 

secondary students have access to wash their hands prior to eating. This will be reinforced by 

teachers, classified staff and administrators. 

● District and nursing staff will continue to monitor student absences, as well as student health 

issues at school and send students home as warranted. 

● District administration and our district nurse will continue to stay in contact with local health 

officials on any updates and further restrictions. Enhancements to our planning and procedures 

will be made based on any new information provided. 

Parent Efforts: 

● Your child(ren) must stay home when they are sick. Students should not return to school until 

they are symptom free.  Students should also be fever free for at least 24 hours without the use 

of fever-reducing medication. By law, we are required to send home attendance letters to 

families when certain absence levels are achieved.  There will not be negative consequences for 

parents keeping their children home excessively for illness. 

● If you are traveling during spring break out of the country, on a cruise, or to another location 

that increases your risk of contracting the virus, please contact your building principal to inform 

him/her. 

 Next Steps: 

● Next Tuesday, March 17 there will no school for students in grades PreK-12. Polaris will still be 

in session. Staff and teachers will use that day to prepare for any potential long term closures. 

There is no substitute for face to face instruction with our teachers, but we will need to prepare 

the next best opportunity for our students if our schools will need to close. 

● Our spring musical planned for this weekend is being postponed until further notice. Our 

students have worked hard in preparation but the Governor DeWine’s latest directive makes it 

impossible to move forward with it this weekend. 

● Our 8th grade Washington D.C. trip has been postponed until the Fall of 2020. More details will 

be forthcoming from that team to those parents and students. 



● The BHS trip to New York City planned for spring break is cancelled. Mr. Sullivan will be in 

contact with those parents and students about next steps. 

● The Winter Sports Athletic Banquet scheduled for March 31 has been cancelled until further 

notice. Coaches will be in contact with parents and athletes. 

● We will be examining limiting access to our facilities.  This may include parent access to our 

buildings for non-essential visits and evening activities. 

● We will be examining staff participation in professional development and conference 

attendance outside of our district. 

General Reminders: 

● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after blowing 

your nose, coughing or sneezing; using the restroom; and before eating or preparing food. 

● If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer. 

● Stay home when you are sick. Students should not return to school until they have been fever 

free for at least 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing medication. 

● Avoid touching your face, eyes, nose and mouth. 

● Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue directly into the trash. If a tissue 

is not available, use the bend of your elbow. 

Please be assured that we are working as proactively as we can to support our students and community 

through an unpredictable event.  If we are informed that a staff or student has been in contact with 

someone or has contracted the coronavirus, the closure of a building or the district will be determined 

in collaboration with the Cuyahoga County Board of Health. 

Thank you. 

Dr. Mark Gleichauf 


